
The Fall of Lucifer: Meaning and Consequences 
Ellen White’s comments at a glance 

 
We need the authentic history of the origin of the earth, of the fall of Lucifer, and of the 
introduction of sin into the world. Without the Bible, we should be bewildered by false theories. 
The mind would be subjected to the tyranny of superstition and falsehood. But, having in our 
possession an authentic history of the beginning of the world, we need not hamper ourselves with 
human conjectures and unreliable theories.  {2MCP 742} 
 
Lucifer was envious and jealous of Jesus Christ. Yet when all the angels bowed to Jesus to 
acknowledge His supremacy and high authority and rightful rule, he bowed with them; but his 
heart was filled with envy and hatred. {SR 14.1}  
 
He [Lucifer] left the immediate presence of the Father, dissatisfied and filled with envy against 
Jesus Christ. Concealing his real purposes, he assembled the angelic host. He introduced his 
subject, which was himself. As one aggrieved, he related the preference God had given Jesus to 
the neglect of himself. He told them that henceforth all the sweet liberty the angels had enjoyed 
was at an end. For had not a ruler been appointed over them, to whom they from henceforth must 
yield servile honor? {SR 14-15} 
 
Lucifer in heaven desired to be first in power and authority; he wanted to be God, to have the 
rulership of heaven; and to this end he won many of the angels to his side. {CT 32} 
 
Sin originated in self-seeking. Lucifer, the covering cherub, desired to be first in heaven. He 
sought to gain control of heavenly beings, to draw them away from their Creator, and to win 
their homage to himself. Therefore he misrepresented God, attributing to Him the desire for self-
exaltation. With his own evil characteristics he sought to invest the loving Creator.  {FLB 68} 
 
In his dealing with sin, God could employ only righteousness and truth. Satan could use what 
God could not—flattery and deceit. He had sought to falsify the word of God, and had 
misrepresented his plan of government before the angels, claiming that God was not just in 
laying laws and rules upon the inhabitants of Heaven; that in requiring submission and obedience 
from his creatures, he was seeking merely the exaltation of himself. {GC88 498} 
 
Satan thought that if he could carry the angels of heaven with him in rebellion, he could carry 
also the other worlds. He had artfully presented his side of the question, employing sophistry and 
fraud to secure his objects. His power to deceive was very great, and by disguising himself in a 
cloak of falsehood he had gained an advantage. Even the loyal angels could not fully discern his 
character or see to what his work was leading.  {GC 497} 
 
Lucifer had presented the purposes of God in a false light--misconstruing and distorting them to 
excite dissent and dissatisfaction…. While secretly fomenting discord and rebellion, he with 
consummate craft caused it to appear as his sole purpose to promote loyalty and to preserve 
harmony and peace.  {PP 38} 
 



God bore long with Lucifer… His disaffection was proved to be without cause, and he was made 
to see what would be the result of persisting in revolt. Lucifer was convinced that he was in the 
wrong… He nearly reached the decision to return, but pride forbade him. It was too great a 
sacrifice for one who had been so highly honored to confess that he had been in error, that his 
imaginings were false, and to yield to the authority which he had been working to prove unjust.  
{PP 39} 
 
Satan’s rebellion was to be a lesson to the universe through all coming ages—a perpetual 
testimony to the nature of sin and its terrible results. {PP 42-3} 
 
The underworking [of Satan] was so subtle that it could not be made to appear before the 
heavenly host as the thing that it really was… This condition of things had existed a long period 
of time before Satan was unmasked. {TA 40} 
 
The mighty argument of the cross demonstrates to the whole universe that God was in no wise 
responsible for the course of sin that Lucifer had chosen; that it was no arbitrary withdrawal of 
divine grace, no deficiency in the divine government, which inspired in him the spirit of 
rebellion.  {4SP 320} 
 
Lucifer refused to listen. And then he turned from the loyal and true angels, denouncing them as 
slaves. These angels, true to God, stood in amazement as they saw that Lucifer was successful in 
his effort to incite rebellion. He promised them a new and better government than they then had, 
in which all would be freedom. {SR 16} 
 
Many of Lucifer’s sympathizers were inclined to heed the counsel of the loyal angels and repent 
of their dissatisfaction and be again received to the confidence of the Father and His dear Son. 
The mighty revolter then declared that he was acquainted with God’s law, and if he should 
submit to servile obedience, his honor would be taken from him. No more would he be intrusted 
with his exalted mission. He told them that himself and they also had now gone too far to go 
back, and he would brave the consequences, for to bow in servile worship to the Son of God he 
never would; that God would not forgive, and now they must assert their liberty and gain by 
force the position and authority which was not willingly accorded to them. {SR 16-17} 
 
By sly insinuations, by which he made it appear that Christ had assumed the place that belonged 
to himself, Lucifer sowed the seeds of doubt in the minds of many of the angels. His [Lucifer’s] 
work of deception was done in so great secrecy that the angels in less exalted positions supposed 
that he was the Ruler of heaven. {TA 34-35} 
 
Satan’s power; for it was God’s purpose to place things upon an eternal basis of security. Time 
must be given for Satan to develop the principles which were the foundation of his government. 
The heavenly universe must see worked out the principles which Satan declared to be superior to 
God’s principles. God’s order must be contrasted with Satan’s order. The corrupting principles 
of Satan’s rule must be revealed. {TA 41} 
 
Satan trembled as he viewed his work…. An angel from heaven was passing. He called him, and 
entreated an interview with Christ. This was granted him. He then related to the Son of God that 



he repented of his rebellion, and wished again the favor of God. He was willing to take the place 
God had previously assigned him, and be under his wise command. Christ wept at Satan’s woe, 
but told him, as the mind of God, that he could never be received into heaven… The seeds of 
rebellion were still within him… When Satan became fully convinced that there was no 
possibility of his being reinstated in the favor of God, he manifested his malice with increased 
hatred and fiery vehemence. {TA 46-7} 
 
God in His great mercy bore long with Lucifer. He was not immediately degraded from his 
exalted station when he first indulged the spirit of discontent, nor even when he began to present 
his false claims before the loyal angels. Long was he retained in heaven. Again and again he was 
offered pardon on condition of repentance and submission. Such efforts as only infinite love and 
wisdom could devise were made to convince him of his error. The spirit of discontent had never 
before been known in heaven. Lucifer himself did not at first see whither he was drifting; he did 
not understand the real nature of his feelings. But as his dissatisfaction was proved to be without 
cause, Lucifer was convinced that he was in the wrong, that the divine claims were just, and that 
he ought to acknowledge them as such before all heaven. Had he done this, he might have saved 
himself and many angels. He had not at this time fully cast off his allegiance to God. Though he 
had forsaken his position as covering cherub, yet if he had been willing to return to God, 
acknowledging the Creator’s wisdom, and satisfied to fill the place appointed him in God’s great 
plan, he would have been reinstated in his office. But pride forbade him to submit. He 
persistently defended his own course, maintained that he had no need of repentance, and fully 
committed himself, in the great controversy, against his Maker.  {GC 495-6} 
 
He [Lucifer] was not immediately dethroned when he first ventured to indulge the spirit of 
discontent and insubordination, nor even when he began to present his false claim and lying 
representations before the loyal angels. Long was he retained in Heaven. Again and again was he 
offered pardon on condition of repentance and submission. Such efforts as God alone could 
make, were made to convince him of his error, and restore him to the path of rectitude. God 
would preserve the order of the heavens, and had Lucifer been willing to return to his allegiance, 
humble and obedient, he would have been re-established in his office as covering cherub.{4SP 
319-20} 
 
The knowledge which Satan, as well as the angels who fell with him, had of the character of God, 
of His goodness, His mercy, wisdom, and excellent glory, made their guilt unpardonable.{TA 44} 
 
Satan did not repent of his rebellion because he saw the goodness of God which he had abused. 
{ST, January 16, 1879 par. 10} 
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